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What does it mean to be an expert?



Representation in the News and the 
Importance of Perspective

“How CBT Harmed Me: 
The Interview That the New 

York Times Erased”
Disability Visibility Project

“How Psychologists Can 
Help Treat Chronic Pain”

New York Times

LINK LINK

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/09/well/mind/psychologists-chronic-pain-therapy.html
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2021/11/11/how-cbt-harmed-me-the-interview-that-the-new-york-times-erased/




Readings

● -from NPR: The Modern Newsroom Is Stuck Behind The Gender And 
Color Line READ

● -from Disability Visibility Project: Disabled People in Media & 
Journalism LISTEN
○ (Required: First 20 minutes; up until "Vilissa and s.e.’s current 

media and journalism projects" in the transcript)

https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2017/05/01/492982066/the-modern-newsroom-is-stuck-behind-the-gender-and-color-line
https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2017/10/08/ep-4-disabled-people-in-media-journalism/


Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

What does representation in 
news/journals/magazines/social media 
stories/etc. look like to you?



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

Are there particular writers you turn to for 
the specific issues they write about? If so, 
explain.



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

How does the NPR article connect to our 
conversations on framing from last week?



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

Lonnae O'Neal discusses the importance of 
"different lenses" in journalism. What does 
she mean by that?



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

Why is diversity important in information 
publishing? (Feel free to use points from 
the article or share your own thoughts.)



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

Explain the case Vilissa Thompson and s.e. 
smith make for needing more disability 
coverage in the news:



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

Do you agree with Vilissa Thompson 
about the importance of members of a 
community covering their community's 
issues? (In this case, disabled people 
covering issues related to disability.)



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

s.e. smith writes that "media consumers 
also need to be accountable" in regards to 
representation of disability issues in the 
news. What do they mean by this?



Reading/Viewing/Listening discussion

Propose a question for this week:



Information Literacy Ideas

Understand how and why some 
individuals or groups of individuals 

may be underrepresented or 
systematically marginalized within 

the systems that produce and 
disseminate information.

Experts understand that value may 
be wielded by powerful interests 
that marginalize certain voices.

Define different types of authority, 
such as subject expertise, societal 

position, or special experience.

Recognize that authoritative content 
may be packaged formally or 

informally and may include sources 
of all media types.

Information Has ValueAuthority is Constructed & 
Contextual



What is Disability Studies?

“Disability studies is a growing academic discipline that examines 
disability — as both a physical or psychological impairment and a social, 
cultural, interpersonal, and political phenomenon — and the lived 
experience of people who identify with disability.”

https://disstudies101.com/definitions/what-is-disability-studies/

https://disstudies101.com/definitions/what-is-disability-studies/


Medical Model & Social Model of Disability

● Responsibility on society

● Looks at the environmental or 
attitudinal barriers (examples: broken 
elevators, stairs but no ramps, hurdles 
to getting accommodations) in society

● The person with the disability is the 
expert

● Responsibility on the individual

● Deficit model (rather than a neutral way 
of being, disability viewed as a deficit)

● Places the responsibility on the 
individual to ‘fit in’ with their 
environment

● Caregivers and practitioners may be 
seen as the experts



https://disstudies101.com/perceptions/models-of-disability/

https://disstudies101.com/perceptions/models-of-disability/


Framing
“The way that journalists 

approach and organize a story, 

which can affect what it 

emphasizes.”

(The News Literacy Project, 2022)





Reflecting on Today's Session:

What responsibilities do you think you have in terms of finding different perspectives on 
important topics? 

What perspectives do you care about being represented in the news or other forms of media? 
How do you find those perspectives? 
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